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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves




Martin Stewart

John Green
Barry Probin
Daniel Guise

County and City Councillors:
Councillor Sue Whittam, Councillor Stephen Whittam, Councillor Stephen Thompson, Councillor Scott Smith Lead Member Highways.

Matt Townsend Head of Highways

Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

23 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

There were no apologies

2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17 February 2025. 
The minutes were approved with a couple of minor corrections. The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record. 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
Councillors Paul Entwistle and Maureen Entwistle declared an interest in items 14 and 15 as they are on the committee of Catforth Village Hall.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Public participation focused on highway matters with the presence of the Head of Highways and the Lead Cabinet Member for highways.
The Head of Highways confirmed that although the LCC Highways team had been heavily involved in the development of the Catforth scheme they could no longer fulfil a developer and decision maker role.  The Highways team will now revert to the roll of deciding whether a scheme developed and commissioned by the Parish Council should proceed.

It is for the Parish Council as the commissioner of the scheme to assess the consultation results that they have received and to then make proposals to LCC Highways as to what they wish to do.  LCC Highways will then assess those proposals through their approval processes.

This protects LCC Highways staff of being involved in both the development and approval phases.

It was noted that the need for the scheme was first raised around 15 years ago as a result of public consultation and development has been ongoing for the last 7 years.  The consultation in January resulted in 194 submissions, of which 128 came from within the village of Catforth.  The 128 submissions from within Catforth represents a little over 20% of the adult population, participating in the consultation.

LCC Highways confirmed that they are budget constrained and are unable to make all of the highway improvements that they would like to, therefore must apply criteria to determine which improvements receive funding.  Unfortunately the junction between Newsham Hall Lane and Woodplumpton Road does not meet these criteria, therefore will not be modified at LCC Highways expense.

Police Report – no crime concerns.  A road traffic accident on Rosemary Lane was noted where a car ran into a telegraph pole.  Speed appears to have been a contributing factor.

5 JUNCTION BETWEEN NEWSHAM HALL LANE AND WOODPLUMPTON ROAD
LCC Highways have confirmed that they will not modify the junction unless the modifications are paid for by WPC.
The Clerk has spoken to the owners of the land across from the junction to see if they would be willing to sell some land to allow the hedge to be pushed back to create a larger verge for improved visibility.

The owners are willing to consider such a proposal, depending upon the amount of land required and the price offered.  The Clerk has therefore instructed LCC Highways to carry out the assessment work associated with widening the verge to see if this would provide a benefit and the amount of land needed.  Once we have a response from LCC Highways we can revert to the land owners.

6 HAYFIELD PARK PLAY AREA
Councillor Green shared inspection reports from the Management Company, showing that quarterly inspections were being conducted.  The inspections showed the condition of the equipment to be generally acceptable, with some repairs being identified.  We do not have an understanding of whether the identified repairs are being carried out.

1. Insurance costs and duties.

The Parish Council insurance requires weekly inspections, rather than the quarterly inspections undertaken by RMG.  This results in a significant increase in inspection costs.
2. Costs to upgrade the play area.

There is uncertainty about the condition of the play area and level of costs that may be required to bring it to an acceptable standard.

3. Grounds Maintenance.

There are questions about the site drainage, which may be the responsibility of the developer.  The informal quotations that have been obtained by Councillors/the Lengthsman are considerably higher than the fees currently paid to the management company for the maintenance of the playground. 

4. Access from the East West Link Road Footpath.

LCC Highways have been approached to see how this came about, but an answer is still awaited.
The uncertainties outlined in 1-3 above mean that the Council is currently unable to fully understand the future cost associated with taking on the play area.  The council agreed that they were still considering taking on the playground and would review a proposal (with an allocated budget) to allow this to be considered further at the next meeting.

7 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 28 February 2025 
MIN 24/25 101 The Chairman confirmed the parish account statement has been verified with the End of February Bank statements. (Docs attached)
The End of February Balances were:

Current Account    £48,334.03
CCLA Account      £375,000.00
8 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 17 March 2025
MIN 24/25 102 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the February meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	February/March Payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Clerk CILCA Training 
	SLCC
	£450.00
	Ref 159

	Plans for Catforth Consultation
	PCC
	£49.74
	Ref 160

	Catforth Village Hall Brown Bins
	Catforth Village Hall
	£120.00
	Ref 161

	Bank Service Charge February
	Unity Trust Bank
	£8.25
	Ref 162

	Corporate Card Fee
	Unity Trust Bank
	£3.00
	Ref 163


9 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 24/25 103 Members approved the following accounts for payment
	Stationary Order Viking
	£73.12
	BACs
	Ref 164

	Lengthsman Weeks 47-50
	£1,520.00
	BACs
	Ref 165

	New Lawn Mower
	£899.00
	BACs
	Ref 166

	Lengthsman Materials
	£68.00
	BACs
	Ref 167

	Pension contributions clerk March 2024
	£129.59
	DD
	Ref 168

	Clerk Salary November 2024
	£1272.61
	BACs
	Ref 169

	HMRC PAYE 
	£1024.66
	BACs
	Ref 170

	Employer National Insurance
	£222.64
	BACs
	Ref 171

	North West Portables – Toilet Hire Orchard
	£165.60
	BACs
	Ref 172

	Catforth in Bloom Donation 2025
	£300.00
	BACs
	Ref 173

	Catforth Village Hall Roof and Car Park Donation
	£8000.00
	BACs
	Ref 174

	Lengthsman Materials Weedkiller
	79.98
	BACs
	Ref 175


10 CLERK SALARY REVIEW

The Clerk’s salary is tied to the local government pay scales.  On 1 April 2025 the Clerk is due a payscale increment, which will take the clerk’s salary to £17,359.46 per annum, with effect from 1 April 2025.  Councillors are invited to note this change.
MIN 24/25 104 Members noted the change to the Clerks salary from 1 April 2025.
11 CLERK ADDITIONAL EFFORT CATFORTH CONSULTATION
The clerk has carried out additional tasks to manage and undertake the Catforth Traffic Calming Consultation.  Accordingly the Clerk wishes to claim an additional 50 hours of payment for this work, at a cost of £948.53, plus the associated Employers National Insurance.  A breakdown of the activities undertaken has been circulated.

MIN 24/25 105 Members resolved to make the additional payment of £948.53 to the clerk for work associated with the Catforth consultation, this payment will be subject to the usual PAYE deductions.
12 WARDING ASSESSMENT

A meeting with electoral services is still awaited.
13 GREENSPACE MAINTENANCE
The contribution sought by Preston City Council from Woodplumpton Parish Council towards greenspace maintenance will be retained at £814 for 2025 – 2026.
MIN 24/25 106 Members noted the payment to PCC for greenspace maintenance in 2025/26.
14 DONATION FOR CATFORTH IN BLOOM

The Parish Council has historically provided a £300 donation to Catforth in Bloom and this is included in our Annual Budget.

MIN 24/25 107 Members noted the donation of £300 to Catforth in Bloom for 2025
15 REQUEST FOR GRANT TO CATFORTH VILLAGE HALL

Catforth Village Hall has made a request for a grant of £8,000 to assist with works to the car park and village hall roof.

A detailed explanation of the requirement has been circulated.

MIN 24/25 108 Members resolved to make a grant of £8,000 to Catforth Village Hall for the repair of the roof and car park.
16 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
MIN 24/25 109 Members approved the delegated comments for March 2025 
17 PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
Unfortunately the planters were damaged in transit.  Efforts are now being made to obtain replacement planters.  An update will be provided once delivery dates are available..

18 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
1. Progress is being made on providing an alternative route for the Parish Lengthsman to dispose of litter picking and fly tipping waste, facilitated by Preston City Council.
2. It was noted that a revised planning application had very recently been submitted for the equestrian development on Moss Lane Catforth.  As this has a very short response timescale the Clerk will comment under delegated powers.

3. The Clerk will write a letter of thanks for the Efforts of the payback team on the Orchard playing field.
19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 28th April 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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